





according to the Navy it performed well.

James Morales, a sheet metal assembler and riveter, said
the day when the first Super Hornet came out of the St. Louis
factory was one he won’t forget. “When those hangar doors
opened up, | felt like a new dad. Even today, 500 aircraft later,
| get that same feeling,” said Morales, who has worked at the
site for 27 years.

Once the jet fighters roll off the production line, they are
tested before delivery. Shannon Faulk, a Flight Operations
mechanic, said he enjoys trips into the “hush house,” where
the engines on just-finished Super Hornets and Growlers are
fired up for the first time. The special building is designed to
absorb the resulting roar.

“There’s nothing you can express to feel that kind of
power,” Faulk said.

John Mueller, flight-ramp foreman, said the crew then
runs each of the four Super Hornet and Growlers delivered
to the Navy each month through a series of tests to make
sure all components work together. It’s a system the ramp
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team has perfected over the years.

Boeing test pilot Steve Schmidt relies on the crew’s expertise.

“It's our job to take the plane up and make sure it’s put
together right and it is safe for flight for other people,” Schmidt
said. “l know a lot of people out there on the factory floor. |
know the last thing they would want to do is put me in an
unsafe airplane. So they take a lot of pride in their work to
give me the best possible product that they can.”

Ada Turner, Center Panstock and Door Drillout specialist
for the F-15, said that while the manufacturing processes have
been streamlined and improved throughout the years, the team
is proud its aircraft requires more complex hands-on assembly
work than other models. And when an F-15, Growler or Super
Hornet takes off from the runway next to the St. Louis site, she
said, it’s a sight and sound to behold.

“I never get tired of seeing them go up and fly,” Turner
said, adding: “l wouldn’t want to fly in one, though ... too fast
for me.” B

PHOTOS: (Below) Michael
Haupt, left, and Terry Mills
inspect an F/A-18’s cockpit
canopy. (Insets, clockwise
from top left) Julie Klubek,
left, and John Bunk inspect an
F/A-18’s electrical wiring; Kevin
James works on cockpit wire
bundle routing for the F/A-18;
Dennis Drier, left, and Scott
Marlett of F/A-18 Pre-flight
Operations conduct an inspec-
tion; Thomas Naeger drills into
the nose barrel of an F/A-18;
and Richard Hatcher installs
cockpit wire bundles on the
F/A-18. BoB FERGUSON/BOEING




PHOTOS: (Below) Keith Ternes, left,
and Steven Stoverin ;"' on the aft end

of an F-15 fighter. (I
~ fromtop) AnF-15i
Sagasu
A-18, Lee Brownir otto
Will Daugherty inspe e nose landing
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gear; an F-15 unde g a wire integrity
test; from left, Mike , Mike Speciale
and Steve Norman aré'fesponsible for the
F-15 crew station b p; and Brian Bert
works with electricali€able routing on

-15. BoB FERGU VBBEING 7
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